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reconstructed upon the most approved principles, while those outside
it were in many cases modernized during the war in order to increase
the output of material required for munitions. Engineering,
chemical, and textile works have all benefited for the same reasons.
The manufacturing capacity of the country has also been aug-
mented by the restoration to France of Alsace-Lorraine with its
varied industries and valuable mineral resources. There has, more-
over, in many cases been a consolidation of business interests which,
whatever its social drawbacks, will probably make for a more
effective use of the means of production. On the other hand, it
may be noted that for the utilization of its resources, France has a
population below its needs, and, at times, is compelled to encourage
foreign immigrants. It has been estimated that at the end of 1933
there were over 2,000,000 foreigners in the country.
THE CENTRAL MASSIF. The sterility o^ the soil derived from the
Archaean rocks of which the Massif is mainly composed, along with
the rigour of the climate, renders this region unsuitable for agricul-
ture, and arable farming is more restricted than in any other part
of France, except the Alpine zone. Wheat and oats are grown on
the lower land and in such favoured localities as the valley of the
AHier, where the soil has been enriched by volcanic material, but
the characteristic crop is rye, and nearly one-half of the rye fields
of France are found on the Central Massif. Pastoral farming is
also extensively carried on in the same region. The volcanic lands
to the west of the AlEer have decomposed into a fertile soil, and,
being well-watered, provide good pasture land for cattle, while the
sparsely populated Causses in the south are more suited to sheep.
The Massif, as a whole, contains about one-fifth of the cattle and
one-fourth of the sheep in France.
The development of the mineral wealth of the Central Massif
has given it a much greater importance than hitherto in the
economic life of France. Around it and within it lie a number of
coal basins which, prior to 1914, produced over one-fourth of the
total output of the country, the most important fields being situated
round St. Etieime in the basin of the Loire, at Le Creusot, Blanzy,
and ftpinac, all in the south of Burgundy, at Commentry in the basin
of the Cher, and at Alais in the south-east. The coal from these fields
is extensively used in the metallurgical and textile industries of the
surrounding districts.